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Abstract

With its focus on the intra-family succession, this empirical paper sheds light on the “Succession
seminar  held at one of the universities in Japan, which is enrolled by the next generation students
without a definite commitment to succeed the family's business. The paper’s main findings are
following:

1) The seminar has been successful to call the attention of the students to their family businesses,
due to its public character, its design to eliminate the succession enforcement and the student
network to share the idea among the next generation.

2) Most of the next generation students are interested in their family business, while lacking the
opportunities to know the business and converse with their parents about it.

3) The family business context makes the parent-offspring dialogue more difficult, which can be
improved with the involvement of the third party such as the educational institution, and the

immediate action of the major governmental agencies’ attention is urgently urged to this end.

Keywords : intra-family succession, parents-child communication, individuality, connectedness,

career decision making
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