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What is "Innovation" in Family Business Research?

Abstract

No one would disagree with the argument that innovation is essential for corporate growth. Moreover,
since long-lived family businesses have been growing continuously, it can be said that "innovation
occurs in these businesses. However, numerous researchers have debated whether family businesses
(family firms) have a propensity to innovate or not, and the reality is that opinions are divided.
Therefore, this study proposes a new direction for future research on family businesses and
innovation by reviewing the complexities of the research on family businesses and innovation.
In addition, in analyzing the previous studies, three new frames of analysis were developed and
organized.
(1) Scope frame: "What is the scope of the research on innovation?

Input: What triggers the creation of innovations

Outputs: What is produced by the innovation

Process: The process or dynamic activity from input to output.
(2) Trend frame: "What is the trend toward innovation?

Positive: Family businesses have positive characteristics toward innovation

Negative: Family businesses have negative characteristics toward innovation

Positive Negative: Can be both positive/negative depending on the situation
(3) Path-dependent frame: "Where did the study come from?"

Which theory is relied upon?
In conclusion, the previous studies revealed a clear trend of more negative arguments in the input
range and more positive arguments in the output range. However, this trend is an "explanation” or
"result’ of the phenomenon, and the next step is to explore "the mechanism or reason why the result
occurs. Finally, as a prospect for future research, propose the importance and necessity of process

range research.

Keywords : family business, innovation, previous studies, meta-analysis
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